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1.—Forrren Po.xrrtcs. 


dvarta, of the 8th February, takes Government to task for 
pears , having slighted its forebodings in regard to 
The Amir of Afghanistan. the Amir of Kabul. It is now found from 
the Civil and Military Gazette that the fears expressed by this paper, that 
the Amir would someday join in a conspiracy with Russia, have not been 
gholly unfounded. What the British Government should now do is to take 
possession at once of Jellalabad and Kandahar, or, at all events, to place 
these cities in charge of a Governor under its own control. Government 
should also at once proceed to stop the import into Afghanistan of machin- 
ery used in manufacturing the weapons of war and of materials used in the 
construction of railways, &c. 


I].—Homs ApDMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


9. Tne Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 6th February, says that instead of 
the innocent being protected and the wicked 
The police under the English Gov- being punished, the state of things is the 
ernment. aig | 
very reverse under British rule, and the 
police which the English Government has created in this country only helps 
it to bring about this opposite state of things. The police performs its duty of 
protecting the innocent and punishing the wicked in a way which makes the 
former tremble in fear in its presence and the latter perfectly thick and thin 
with it. It assumes an attitude of haughtiness towards the weak and it 
crouches at the feet of the strong. And that is why the wicked are so 
rampant under British rule. . 

The writer then refers to the murder case lately tried at the Alipore 
Sessions, in which the wife of one Tinkari Jugi was represented by the 
police to have murdered her husband. The police took no pains to trace the 
teal murderer and charged the crime upon an innocent woman in order to avoid 

the trouble of an investigation. Can the country fare well the guardians of 
whose peace are men of this type? The English Government will not be 
able to maintain its Indian Empire, even with the assistance of its large 
army and the newly-invented engines of destruction, if it does not learn the 
lesson of protecting the innocent and punishing the wicked. But it is 
apparently not at all anxious to learn that lesson, or the sighs and tears of 
80 many innocent men would not have brougiit down curses on its head. The 


writer advises the English Government to leara this lesson if it wishes to 
Maintain its dominion in India. 


' 3. Tne angabdst, of the 8th February, says that a man named 


Ao untrced murder in the Jchane Ballabh Chandra Chakravarti was murdered 
Diitedivision of the Hooghly -in Parasyampore, in the Jehanabad Sub-divi- 


: sion of the Hooghly district, on the 25th 
ctober last. The inferior police officers have failed to trace the murderers. 
The offenders can be easily apprehended if the superior police officers take 
the trouble of investigating the matter themselves with some care. : 
4. The Sanjtvant, of the 8th February, says that all sorts of breaches of 


ay the peace are taking place in the streets of Cal- 
decade ists cutta in broad daylight without the police taking 

any notice of them. A short time ago a ruffian (Gunda) was seen making a 
row, fracturing a man’s skull. The offender would have escaped if two 
gentlemen had not apprehended him. Again on Saturday on the lst 
‘oruary, aman named Haridas Sur was severely beaten and robbed of his 


shawl in Chitpore road, and aot one policeman came to his rescue. There 


$ not a shadow of doubt that this lawles is OW! th 
negligence of the police. wiessness in the town is owing to the 


ARYAVAHTA, 
Feb. 8th, 1890. 


SuRaBHI-0-PaTaKa, 
Feb. 6th, 1890. 


BaNGABASI, 
Feb. 8th, 1890. 
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, espondent writea to, the eame paper as follows :—fy, 
oe ‘Mohangunge hat is situated on the beundan 
A fight on the borders of theMy- line between the Mymensingh and Sylhet 
eener os Sore ee districts. Just below the h& flows the rive 
Kansa, and on the other side of this river and opposite to tune hat is the 
Dharmapasa thana in the Sylhet district. This part of the river is under the 
Mussulman zemindars of Harbatnagore. On the 23rd January last, some 
~ fishermen came to fish in this part of the river according to their wont, 
but they were opposed by the men of the gemindars of Selbarsa, from the 
opposite bank, with all sorts of offensive weapons. The matter having been 
represented to the Deputy Magistrate of Netrakona, who was then at. Manick. 
gunge, he sent the Sub-Inspector of the Barhatta thana with a constable to 
keep the peace. But neither they nor the Court Sub-[nspector with five o 
six constables who were sent after them could succeed in preventing the men 
of the zemindars of Selbarsa from throwing missiles on the other party, 
The fishermen at last retorted with brickbats and a regular fight took place, 
The Deputy Magistrate of Netrakona and. the authorities at the 
Dharmapasa thana are both to blame for this breach of thé peace. The 
Depaty Magistrate having been at Manickgunge, only three miles from the 
scene of occurrence, should have come.over to the spot himself instead of 
simply sending the police. Clearly he failed in his duty in this point. The 
attitude of the Dharmapasa thana people was simply provoking. It.is hoped 


the Assam Government will investigate the matter and deal the deserved 
punishment to the thana men. 


<a ects ee ea 6 Ch, & be 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


SURABRI-0-Patana, 6. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 6th February, referring to 
Yoh. Oty 1600. The Sub-divisional Officer of Seram. ‘he infliction by the Sub-divieional Officer of 


pore and the riotous soldiers of the Serampore of a fine of Rs. 10 upon only one 


kpore Cantonment. 


4 


among the several soldiers of the Barrackpore 
Cantonment who lately committed a serious riot at Serampore, says that if 


the Sub-divisional Officer was, in passing that decision, influenced by a fear 
of being some day himself attacked by these suldiers, he should: have 
transferred the case to the file of another Magistrate. He has, by passing — 
this unjust decision, sinned against God and man and encouraged those who 
are likely to commit oppressions of the nature of thuse which were committed 
by these Barrackpore soldiers. 
Samavs, 7. The Samaya, of the 7th February, says that the five English 


Feb. 7th, 1890. meee ae soldiers of the yo ha 5 Cantonment who 
Ric sagt wos ed ace mas Ee sol- were recently placed on their trial before the 
mae © hee Sub-divisional Officer of Serampore for having 
committed a riot at that place not only beat the police in the thana-house 
but also broke a rib of one passer-by and so severely injured another that he 
lay in a precarious state. And yet the Sub-divisional Officer has punished — 
only one of these five soldiers with a fine of Rs. 10 (if that can be calleds 
punishment) and discharged the other four. The writer: will: make 00’ 


— on this decision, but simply draw the attention of Goverament 
i 


(d)— Education. 
Baarat Mrerna, 


8. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 6th February, regrets that Government 
Feb. 6th, 1890. 


tet dts tin proposes to raise the tuition fee of boys, ip 


Government schools all round. The write! 


fails to see the benefit Government will derive from this trifling increase. 12 
ite income. 


® 
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9. The Grdmndst, of the 8th February, asks, who: is responsible for 
‘dates for the Middle the Inss sustained by the two candidates for 
eum Examination in the Howrah the Middle English Scholarship Examination 
district. from the Ganeshpore School in. the Howrah 
district by reason of their not having been permitted to appear at that 
eyamination ? They could not, indeed, go up to that examination under 
new rules on the subject framed by the Director of Public Instraction,. Bat 
the translation of those rules made by the late Deputy Inspector; R»}- 
krishna Baboo, was not: clear, and it was no fault of the two candidates 
in question that they prepared themselves for that examination in spite of the 
new rules. | | | 
10. The Dacca Prakéeh, of the 9th February, says that it has up to 
: | this time desisted from making any comments 
The scholarship examinations inthe on the grave defects in the question papers 
— set at. the last Vernacular, Minor, Upper. ri- 
mary and Lower Primary Scholarship. Examinations in the Dacca. Circle 
because it thinks that its doing so might be attributed to improper motives. 
The Dacca Prakdsh press has been printing these question papers for: many 
years, But the charge of educational matters in the Dacca Circle having 
now passed into the hands of Brahmos, they have thought it proper to. punish 
this Hindu paper by withdrawing this work from it at a time when it has 
sustained a heavy pecuniary loss on account of the libel case. There are 15 
or 16 presses in Dacca, of which three are newspaper presses, excluding the 
prees in which this paper is printed, But the work has been distributed only. 
among three newspaper presses with the view of preventing all clamour 
regarding this proceeding. The Bengal Times can say what other reason 
there is for making such a distribution of the work. Nor is this paper 
wholly unacquainted with that reason, but it is not. yet time to divulge if, 
The selection of examiners, and particularly of moderators and officers to 
conduct the examinations, is equaliy objectionable. Formerly the last-named 
persons were not paid, but since the appointment of Baboo Dina Nath 
Sen as Inspector of Schools, a Branmo gentleman has been receiving 
alarge sum of money for doing that work. This payment is not made from 
Baboo Dina Nath’s own pocket, but from the examination fees, which are, as 
It were, the life-blood of the parents and guardians of the candidates. There 
were also many defects in the question papers of last year which were recti- 
led in the press in which this paper is printed. But no such rectification 
has been made this year. Tne writer does not think it.worth while to make 
aby comment on these proceedings because the authorities who should 
remedy the evil are the very men who have perpetrated them. Since the 
appointment of a School Inspector who is partial to Brahmos the number of 
tchool boys has not increased at the rate at-which it was increasing in former 
years, But Government’s attention will not be directed to the matter. until 
the fall in the number of schoo} boys is of an alarming: nature, 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. — 


ll. The Chdéruvdrtd, of the 8rd February, says.that. the. Netrakona 
nope Local Board in the. Mymensingh district is 
dittict of Meo ott Board in the slighting public opinion in the mattér.of the 


0 ensinch | 
i. a rate-payers’ petition about the Netrakona 
maj road. The Board is also giving proof of extreme supineness_in 
“onnection with this road. For although the rood was. marked. out. at 
considerable expense some time ago, portions of it have been encroached upon 
a deighbouring cultivators, and the Board has taken no notice of those 
Ocroachments, If the Board is really not bent on playing with the rate- 


payer's money, it should at once proceed to make the men who have made 


¥ 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Feb. 9th, 1890. 
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the encroachments feel the consequence of their unlawful actions. Andi 
it does not do so, a fresh set of members should be elected. But is there nq 
one to make the present Board answer for its negligence, or to remedy th 
evils which are complained of and which have been repeatedly pointed out? — 
Buapwan Sanam, | 19, A correspondent of the Burdvan Sanjivant, of the Ath February, 
Feb. 4th, 1800. gays that this closing part of the winter season 
Sanitation in the Raneegunge Muni- ig g bad time for Raneegunge, as cholera break 
err: out there at this time. The local municipg. 
lity should, therefore, at once make satisfactory sanitary arrangements. The 
roads and drains of the town are not properly cleansed, owing, it is said, to 
the want of a sufficient number of mehters. The municipality should soon | 
bring in more mehters, or cholera will rage in the town with resistless violence, 
The water of some tanks should from this time be reserved exclusively fo, | 
drinking purposes. It should also be seen that tanks in the interior part of 
the town, euch as Sahebband, are not fouled by the flow of filth therein. 
Sanscwan, 13. The Sahachar, of the 5th February, says that by uniting to pr. | 
ee ll i test against the expenditure of municipal 
raritin otinine aiaaeciat money in the defence of their Vice-Chairman 
the Hindus and Mussulmans of Durbhunga have warned all India against 
falling into such traps as are laid for them by men like Mr. Beadon. Sir 
Steuart Bayley is a very good man, and he hates injustice and oppression with | 
all his heart. It is quite possible that the temple affair has filled him with 
grief and indignation. But it is to be feared that the Civilian combination 
will prove too strong even for him, and that, whatever he may think of the 
matter perscnally and privat<ly, he will be obliged to support puolicly and in 
his official capacity Mr Beadon’s proposal for spending municipal money 
in the defence of the Vice-Chairman. The Municipal Commissioners of 
Durbhunga should now, therefore, protest against the demolition of the 
temple ata meeting of theirs and grant permission for the reconstruction 
of the temple. It may be urged that the Municipal Act must be enforced. | 
But no law of the local legislature can go contra to the law 
and policy of the British Parliament. Instead of wasting money on a lav- 
suit, the Durbhunga public should spend the money which might bes0 | 
wasted on the reconstruction of the temple. And as Hindu princes in this 
country grant aid to Mussulman religious institutions and Mussulman | 
princes grant aid to Hindu religious institutions, every religious community— 
Hindu, Mussulman, Christian—can contribute money towards the reconstruc 
tion of the temple without thereby making any sacrifice of religious 
principle. This will serve two useful purposes,—it will save municipal | 
money, and also show those who are trying to sow dissension between Hindus 
and Mussulmans what little hopes they have of success. Mr. Beadon tried 
to construct houses for English officials by setting Hindus and Mussulmans 
against each other; but he has been foiled by this combination of Hindu 
and Mussulmans. Such combination is very much needed at present 
Nothing can be achieved without national unity, 
Buanat Mirna, 14.° The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 6th February, hopes to see justice 
ven Fenton done in the matter of the sacrilegious demoli- 
The Durbhunga temple case. oi 


tion of the Hindu temple of Mahabirjee a 


Durbhunga. 


SamvaD PraBHakaR, 


uve Prams 1b, The Samodd Prabhakar, of the 7th February, says that the bye 

eh aie se. laws that are being made by the Calcutta 
sapeeell Cable Mevintest byelaws Municipality under the new Municipal Ach 

wh ete 3 and particularly those which relate to she 

building of houses, &c., are very objectionable. All the public bodies whic | 

were referred to for opinion on them have given adverse opinions. But the 

writer Says that before giving his own opinion he would ask Sir Henly 

Harrison if it is not advisable to publish the bye-laws before they are paseed : 


é a Nis. dete ai . Z . | ‘ a a . 
" Ne MOTORS ae ARE ie MI Po Ee Pe Ea ie igs a _— ~— P . nhs trian, ‘ f so ae es " , ss , 
f ae Saeed , A 2 pas oh 2 a ee . Seas al. area en eee “Ss ; then a big aI: tani ytet ao nt) Py Sa) Rea Sig a ae Se # aes i : . 
Ar Pe ee a ee ee ee ees eee SR eC ee ee ee ae Pe Neier hatia Sebi RPL sabe tN eT aie ESI NG Rs  nitihen NRE Loner tagcat Mee a eee > Seay ; MO. oes es CO > sod oe ’ $ 
‘ ree P Rae fap nde: sae * SS eee A EIR Ch Ne? FER ot aE tn BE Ce aims " ee a PAL ; : A Pe ois oo 
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‘1 all the vernacular languages of the province. It is impossible to say 


-» opinion regarding these bye-laws may be, unless the public, the 
ee mp do so baee English, are given an opportunity of reading 
; ir own tongue. 
wos the Banged, of the 8th February, says that the. proposed bye- 

' bre-laws of the Cal. laws of the Calcutta Municipality under the 
eseipality regarding houses new Municipal Act, regarding the building of 
building. houses, &c., will greatly inconvenience the 
residents of the town. If these bye-laws are passed, poor and even middle- 
class men will have to leave the town. It is therefore strange that there 
5 no agitation against the passing of these bye-laws. Perhaps the public 


The 


BanGaBasl, 
Feb. Sth, 1890. 


know nothing of the matter, The Commissioners do not scruple to descend 


to the lowest acts of obsequiousness when they go about canvassing for votes, 


but now when the interests of their constituents are at stake, they appear to 


‘be singularly inert and supremely indifferent. The British Indian Associa- 
tion has, however, sent up a protest against the proposed bye-laws, and it 
s to be hoped that that protest will be taken: into careful consideration. 

17. The Som Prakdsh, of the 10th February, says that Mr. Bolton, 
who is only a Magistrate of the third class, 
and a civilian of only 17 years’ standing, is 
not fitted either by his experience or by his 
ability to be the successor of Sir Henry Harrison, especially after the addi- 
tion that has been made to the responsibilities of the Cnairman’s office by 
amalgamating the suburbs with the town. It will not also probably be 
reasonable to give Mr. Bolton a lift from a post carrying a salary of only 
Rs. 1,500 to one carrying a salary of Rs. 3,500. | 

If the next Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality be not a very able, 
intelligent, and experienced man, he will not be able to manage its affairs 


Mr. Bolton and the Chairmanship 
of the Calcutta Municipality. 


satisfactorily. The writer cannot approve of the appointment of Mr. Bolton, 


who has as yet afforded no proof of any very remarkable ability, to a post 
in which a man like Mr. Cotton has not been able to earn reputation, 
which has taxed all the energy of Sir Henry Harrison, and which an ex- 
perienced and intelligent officer like Mr. Forbes has declined from a sense 


of diffidence. It is believed that the Iuieutenant-Governor himself will not 


like to appoint Mr. Bolton as Cbairman of the Calcutta Municipality. | 
18. The Navavibhdkar Sdédhdérant, of the 10th February, says that a 
ee cool and unerring judgment and a hearty hatred of 
catta Municipality? © ““® St injustice and oppression are required in the man 


who is to be appointed as Chairman of the Qal- 
cutta Municipality. The appointment of a man of ordinary qualifications 


Som Prakase, 
Feb. 10th, 1890. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHARANI, 


Feb. 10th, 1890. 


as Chairman of that municipality will be, therefore, greatly objectionable . 


tothe rate-payers of Calcutta. Government considers every member of the: 


Civil Service to be a god, but the people have learnt from long experience 
that there are men in that service who are a disgrace to it. The people of 
Calcutta will not, therefore, be satisfied with the appointment as Municipal 
Chairman of a man who is a Civilian and nothing more. It is doubtfi 


whether even 10 per cent. of the Civilians are really able men.  § = | 
_ The appointment of Mr. Bolton as Chairman of the Calcutta Muni- 
Cipality is open to all the objections that can be egy | urged against any 


pepointment to that post. In the first place, ] 
rughty disposition: witness his behaviour towards the Maharani of Tikari. 
Q the second place, his ability is not such that he can be reckoned fit for 
o high office, t 

o'ton, who now draws a salary of only Rs. 1,500, toa post carrying a salar 
: Rs. 3,500. Mr. Bolton may be a favourite of Govetuiiient' trot ime 
‘ Government officer, but he is by no means fit to be the Chairman of 
e Calcutta Municipality. Sir Henry Harrison. has caused great hardshi 


olton is a man of ‘a | 


Again, there is no sufficient reason for promoting Mr. © ~ 


NaVaViBHAkaR, 
SaDHARARI. 


Feb, 10th, 1890. 


Feb, 11th, 1890. 
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to the people of Calcutta by his new Municipal Act, and it is necessary tha. 
his successor should not appear as grim and terrible as Pluto in the eye, 
of the rate-payers. 


19. The same paper complains that the Naihati Municipality, like othe 


sa municipalities, pays little attention to the clearing 
Prine nati Municincity Of the rivers and khals which ought to serve ay 


outlets for water and pays exclusive attention to 
the metalling and lighting of roads. 


The khal near Shiber Galir Math in Halishahar, which was excavated 
more than 25 years ago, is now silted up in places and overgrown with 
jungle. Bain water therefore accumulates in this khal and by decom. 
posing the vegetables in it spreads the germ of malaria on all sides. The 
writer has often discussed this subject in his paper, but to no purpose. It 
was 8 lucky moment when Dr. Gregg was appointed Sanitary Commissioner 
for Bengal and Dr. K. P. Gupta was appointed as his Deputy. It is owing 
solely to their efforts that the heads of municipalities are awaking from 
their long sleep. 

But the clearing of the khals and rivers which drain the municipality 
alone will not do. The water-courses in the villages which convey water 
from inside them to these khals and rivers should also be kept clear if the vil- 
lages are to be properly drained. Dr. Gregg has not drawn the attention of 
a to tl.is point, probably because he thinks that municipalities will 
themselves attend toit. Village water-courses were formerly kept clearer, and 
the water of the villages could, therefore, easily go out through them. But 
the water-courses are now full of jungle and have no slope, and the result 
is that water accumulates in these channels themselves and decompose the 
plants growing therein. 


The streamlet known as the Bager khal at the northern extremity of 
Halisbahar is now silted up. It formerly drained away the water of Hali- 
shahar, Kanchrapara, and other villages, and large boats used to pass through 
it. But not even a very small boat can now pass through it. The people of 
Halishahar applied to Dr. Gregg for the setting free of that stream, and 
it appears from the map of proposed drainage work prepared by that 
oficer that he is in favour of its re-excavation. It is hoped that Dr. Gregg 
will make arrangements for a speedy re-excavation of this streamlet. It will 
not only help in draining away water, but will also supply the people with 
pure drinking water. | 
As regards the supply of drinking water, Dr. Gregg bas done nothing 
beyond drawing the attention of municipalities to his former circular 01 
that subject. But he has, with the view of removing the sufferings of the 
people of Golabari in Halishahar, suggested that the people of that 
place would be able to bring water from the river Hooghly if a bridge 
is constructed over the mouth of the Bager khal. But some other quarter 
of Halishahar also suffer from scarcity of good drinking water, such # 
Jahirbag, Bhandarkola, Dangapara and Baruipara, all of which are situated 
at a greater distance from the river than Golabari. Neither Government 
nor the Naihati Municipality will probably bear the expense of excavating 
tanks for the supply of drinking water for these places. The cheapett 


mode of supplying good drinking water at these places will, therefore, 
to provide each of them with a village water pump. 


It is hoped that Dr. Gregg will request the 


. 


faa , Naihati Municipality 
direct its attention to these matters. 


SamvaD PRaBaakaR, 


20. The Samodd Prabkdkar, of the 1lth February, says that the 
| public have no right to discuss the successie? 
wine of the Calcutta to the Chairmanship of the Calcutta Munic 


pality after the transfer of Sir H. Harrise 
to the Board of Revenue. The matter rests entirely with the Lieutenaa’ 
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Honour will appoint the man whom he thinks best. 
If, however, His Honour is inclined to consult public 
opi r, the writer would tell him ae . pec hge rth to 
mong the Commissioners themselves. In spite of the heavy 

on lites of ee post, a Commissioner of long standing will be a most 
"hi ‘ple person for it. And there are, at the present moment, several Oom- 
a tunett on the municipal board who, by reason of their experience in 
sestetel matters and their respectability, are best fitted for the situation. 
At any rate, Sir Steuart can have no objection to making an experiment 
of this kind in deference to public opinion, and the present is a most fitting 


opportunity for making it. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


91. The Surabhi-o-Paidké, of the 6th February, referring to. the sonanaro-Patans, 
proposal to extend the Bengal Tenancy Act  **». %, 1800. 
The extension of the Tenancy Act tg Qprissa, sarcastically observes that as the 
ii . Act has led to a great increase in the number 
of lawsuits between zemindars aud ryots in Bengal, Orissa ought not to 
| be exempted from its salutary operation. | 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


92. The Kastpore Nibdst, for the second fortnight of the Bengali xssronz nous, 
month of Magh, says that the want of a Mach, 12688 
Aroad from Dapdapia to Tacla and straight road from the Dapdapia ferry ghat 
ie to the villages Taola, Siddhakati, Abhaynil, 
and Manpasa, under the jurisdiction of the Nalchhiti station, is a source of 
great inconvenience to the poor and middle-class people of those villages. 
The road from the other side of Dapdapia through the fields is obstructed 
in the rainy season, and people have, therefore, to travel along the Nalchhiti 
road. The condition of the kutcha road from Nalchhiti to Manpasa, 
Sarmahal, and other villages also becomes very bad during the rains. The 
attention of the District Board is invited to these matters. | 
23. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 4th February, says that the cone ....wix sansvan, 
| ditions laid down in the form of agreement feb. atn, 1800, | 

Bi orueply of the water of the required to be signed by ryote desirous of 

: obtaining a supply of the water of the Eden 
Canal are, with the exception of one, all on the part of the ryots. The 
single condition binding on Government, namely, that it will dig channels 
for leading the canal water, is never observed. The present practice of 
letting the canal water rush where it will often leads to the destruction of 
crops over six or seven Jighas.of land. Again, a uniform rate of 4 annas 
is charged for supply of water to each bigha of land, irrespective of its 
distance from the sluice-gate. It is also a great hardship to people living 
near the banks of the canal to be held guilty of aiding in the illegal con- © 
veyance of canal water if they caanot prevent the people of villages further 
away from forcibly or surreptitiously conveying that water. The practice of 
realizing the canal fee in advance often leads to injustice. It often happens’ 
that the canal water goes down on account of the constant draining for irriga- 
tion purposes, and on tnose occasions the level of the water has to be raised by 
means of wooden enclosures which lead to a further sinking of the canal level 
at places further down. Thus the people of these latter places cannot often © 
obtain a supply of water for the high lands for which they bave already paid the 
canal fee. There will not be this injustice if the distance which the water 
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reaches is first ascertained and fee is next realized accordingly. The cult. 
-yators who appreciate the value of the canal water are not likely to defray 
Government of a few rupees, and any arrears.on that head may easily b. 
recovered by the certificate process. 
Buapwan Saxstvant, 94. The same paper says that the road from Burdwan 44 Belsg, 
Fob, 4th, 1890. Shyamdasbati, and Sibaram, and which ha 
ay eRtR HEE existed from the time of the Mussulmay 
Nabobs, has now been encroached upon and brought under cultivation } 
cultivators on account of its having been neglected up to this time. This 
greatly inconveniences passengers at all times, and especially in the rain 
season. In fact, all traces of the road will disappear in a few more year, 
It is not easy to understand why the District Board does not repair this road 
If a new road has to be constructed, land will have to be purchased for jt 
The inhabitants of the large villages on either side of the road pay a large 
sum of money in the shape of road cess. Will they get no benefit in retyp, 
for the money they pay P < es 
Again, Rayna, to which many people have to go on account of 
the existence of a thana and sub-registry office there, is situated near this 
road. The repair of the road will therefore grestly conduce to the conve. 
nience of these people. The District Board should, under these circumstances, 
make no delay in taking up this road for repair. 
SaHACHAR, 25. The Sahkachar, of the Sth February, notices great irregularities in 


Feb, Sth, 1890. | the working of the southern section of the 
pone tute iain = ~©Eastern Bengal State Railway. The trains do 


not leave Sealdah in proper time, and a sufi. 
cient number of carriages are not attached tothem. a 


On the 3rd February last so small a number of carriages were 
given in a train that third class passengers did not find standing room even 
when they were accommodated in the first class carriages, | 

That day two passengers pulled the station-master of the Sonarpur 
station who was standing on the platform by his hand just as the train 
began to moveaway. The station-master would certainly have lost. his life 
if he had not been accustomed to getting into and alighting from trains 
in motion. ese 
| If satisfactory arrangements are made for the convenience of 
passengers, they can suffer no hardship, nor can innocent station-masters be 
be roughly handled by them. 

BaNnoasasi, 26. The Bangabdsi, of the 8th February, says that the village roads 


a oe in Muragacha, in the Nuddea district, are ins 
ie 5 a of Muragacha bad condition. In the rainy season it becomes 


impossible to go from place to place without 
wading through a depth of mud. 
GRaMvasi!, 


Ree age 27. The Grdémvdst, of the 8th February, says that there is no provi- 


sion for lights on the boats in the Midnapore 
canal, which are used for removing silt dug up 


by the dredger. They are, therefore, a source 


of danger to boats and steamers plying at night. The authorities should look 
to the matter. a 


28. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, from Syampore Kultikn 


is i i a a in the sub-division of Uluberia, in the Howrab 
beria sub-division of the Howrah district, says that the want of a canal is greatly 
cistzict. feltin these parts. In the absence of such al 
outlet, crops have for some years past suffered greatly from the stand: 
ing water, and in the present year also the crops are still under water. It 
is hoped that the authorities will kindly remove this complaint of the 


elle 


Nocturnal navigation in the Midna. 
pore canal. 


GaraMvVasi. 


people. 


pa 8" 
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(hk) — General. 


Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 8rd February, says that the imperial 
= license-tax was imposed by Lord Lytton with 
the avowed object of providing against famine. 

Lord Ripon, who came after him, told the 
eople of India that the Government would not maintain a separate famine 
Find, but would in times of distress take the whole work of famine 
relief on its own shoulders. So far so good. But strange to say, a Govern- 
ment resolution now directs the District and Local Boards to meet the 
expenses of famine relief in times of scarcity within their respective local 
mits to the utter neglect of the works whiclr constitute their proper and 
lawful function. ; | ja ee 
30. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 6ih February, says that while 
Mr. Bomanjee, Assistant Collector of Broach, 
in the Bombay Presidency, who caused a half- 
burnt corpse to be removed, has been suspended pending an ah into his 
conduct, no such measure has been adopted in respect to Mr, Beadon, 
who ordered the demolition of a Hindu temple and who is now spending 
municipal money in his defence in the suit which has been brought against 
him as Municipal Chairman, Is the non-suspension of Mr. Beadon due to 
his being the son of a former Lieutenant-Governor or to some other reason ? 
81. The Sanjévant, of the 8th February, says that Sir Steuart Bayley’s 
__, sympathy with the poor helpless coolies knows 
_ Sir Steuart Bayley’s sympathy with no hounds. Having heard-of heavy mortality 
: among the coolies in the Julpigooree tea- 
gardens, His Honour has sent Dr. Gregg, Sanitary Commissioner, to ascertain 


olution on famine relief 
cig ont Local Boards 


The Government and Mr. Beadon. 


its cause by enquiries on the spot. His Honour has also caused arrangements — 


tobe made for the prevention of sickness among coolies, through the neglect 
of their supervisors, in the course of their journey to Assam. It is also 
stated that, with a view to the good of those coolies who are taken to Africa 


and America, His Honour is going to consult with the coolie agents concerned - 


ia the business. Really Sir Steuart is a true friend of the poor. — 

dz. The same paper says that the Government, after economising in 
the matter of supplying nibs to ite clerks, has 
note retrenchment policy of Govern- tyrned its attention to the question of the 
supply of the Gazette of India. It wants to 
stop the supply of a copy of that Gazette to the Bengali Translator’s office. 
overnment’s economy is like the economy of a penny-wise-and-pound- 
foolish man. Or, perhaps, Government has turned its attention to such 
tnfling points in deference to the proverb, “ Take care of your pennies, and 

your pounds will take care of themselves.” BGM Seen 08 
33. The Som Prakdeh, of the 10th February, says that the Sanitary 


ee _, .. _ Gommissioner’s scheme about the drainage of 
Rot ect Rh a sr sdrain- villages and the supply of good drinking 

water therein is a good one. But regard 
should be had to economy in working the scheme, and it should be carried 


out gradually and not at once. 


ITI.—Lzaisiattvs. 


34. The Sanjtvant, of the 8th February, says that the Bil) to amend 
the Indian Factories Act ie being discussed ir 

nes Act, the Viceroy’s Council. The ostensible object 
on ____. Of the Bill is to provide for the increased com- 
tof women and children working in Indian mills and factories, but. ite 


‘ 


real object, as everybody knows, is to benefit the English weavers, 


The Bill to amend the Indian Facto- 


SuRABHI-0-PaTAKA, 
Feb. 6th, 1890. 


Som PRakasuH, 
Feb. 10th, 1800. 
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SaHacHaR, 
Feb. 5th, 1890. 
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85. The Sanjloant, of the 8th February, says that it has come tp 
know that Mr. Lyall, Commissioner of Chitta. 

torre Bayley and the Tipperah ong, has acknowledged the error he made in 
his statement of the financial condition of the 
Tipperah State—the error, that is, which influenced him to propose the depoy- 
tion of the Maharaja. And the writer is glad that the Lieutenant-Governo, 
has given a proof of his magnanimity by recognising that error apd leaving 
it entirely to the discretion of the Maharaja himself whether or not he should 
entrust the administration of his State to his Prime Minister for five years, 
according to the advice of the Political Agent. It is impossible that an act 
of oppression can have the sanction of a high-minded man like Sir Steuart, 


.  VWI,—M1sce.LANeovs. 


86. The Sahachar, of the 5th February, has the following on Messrs, 
Allen and Company’s scheme of publishing 
good and cheap vernacular books for the 


The cheap literature scheme. 


schools of Bengal :— 
Government and the Director of Public Instruction have now discovered 
all of a sudden that the books which are now read in this country are not | 
the right sort of books, They therefore feel the necessity of doing something 
in India for the issue of cheap publications iike those which have been 
instrumental in diffusing useful knowledge among the masses in England, 
Government will, it is said, with that object, appoint a committee to 
encourage good writers, whose books, when approved by that Committee, will 
be printed at the cost of Government and who will obtain rewards for writing 
such books. The question naturally arises, has all this any political signif- 
cance? Speaking for himself, the writer says that he can give no definite reply 
to this question. But it appears to him clear that Government has for some 
time past taken the administrative system of France under Louis Napoleon, 
of Germany under Emperor Wilhelm, and to some extent of Russia under 
Emperor Nicholas rather than the administrative system of ‘England as its 
model in administering this country. The writer knows that under the 
Russian Emperor Nicholas every book read in Russian schools was passed 
by a Government censor, and there was among those school books a 
catechism whose character may be judged from the following extract :— 


** Question.— Who is the Emperor ? 

* Answer.—The vicegerent of God. 

‘© Question.— How should we behave towards him? | 
* Answer.— We should obey whatever commands he issues, &c.” 


Will an attempt be made to reproduce hot-house plants of this order in 
India? Are the books which are now used in the schools of this country 
bad? That well-wisher of natives, the Hng/ishman newspaper, says that those 
among the missionary publications which are not objectionable on the ground 
of the religious teaching inculcated therein are likely to be introduced into 
Indian schools. No one can have a greater respect for the missionaries that 
the writer. He has often said that of all the boons conferred by Eng- 
land upon India, the greatest was her sending of Christian missionaries to this 
country. But it is to be regretted that not one of the missionary publica- 
tions is good. The books of the late Revd. K. M. Banerjee were ‘read io 
the schools of Bengal for a long time. But after the development given to 
the Bengali language by such writers as Isvarachandra Vidyasagar and the late 
Dwarakanath Vidyabhushan, the Bengali of the Revd. K. M. Banerjee 
became as antiquated as the English of Chaucer. However that may be, the 
writer would have perfect freedom in this matter of book making. No oo¢ 
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) ernment will make:a covert attack on the religion of the 
gig troren missionary publications into Indian schools. The 
58 4 A which the writer objects to the scheme is that no good’ book can 
agus to order. Oompliance with another’s wishes is a thing which is 
7 =“ repugnant to the Indian nature. One instance of this will suffice. 
snag Me saying goes that if a man pays a musician he may order the tune, 
vat even the professional musician in India is averse to singing under dictation. 

‘They do not understand the nature of Indians who think that they like 
o be placed under fetters in all matters. The ancient Rishis chose to live ‘in. 
huts in the midst of forests, and to have no other clothing except the barks 
‘trees in order that they might live in the full presence of nature and 
write their books under her divine inspiration, and their worthy helpmeets 
would rather content themselves with ornaments made of the stems of the 
lotus than serve another’s will. Neither the Mahabharat nor the Re ana, 
nor the Abhijnansakuntala was written to order. Again, Ferishta and the 
other great Mussulman writers who flourished during the rule of the Mus- 
sylman nawabs were all fakirs who obeyed the commands of no king or 
emperor. And on coming down to quite recent times, it Is found that 
when the late Book Committee required Pundit Iswara Chandra Vidyasa ar 
to write under dictation, he replied with the natural pride of a Brahmin, “ No, 
you need not take my books.” 

Nearly twenty years ago a Committee was established under the 
name of “the Vernacular Literature Committee.” The Secretary dof that 
Committee was an even greater man than Sir Alfred Croft. Its Secre- 
tary was Mr. HE. B. Cowell. That Committee encouraged the writers 
of good books with substantial rewards. . But what was the character 
of the books published under the sneirge; of that Committee? They 
were only ridiculous things like ‘“Chhota Kailas,” “ Bara Kailas” and 
“Chakmakir Baksa.” After some time the Committee died a natural death. 
Tne patronage of Government is no doubt calculated to call into being good 
writers. But that patronage, to be successful, must be patronage of an 
intellectually sympathising nature. It was because the Emperor Akbar was 
himself an accomplished musician that Tan Sen agreed to grace his Court. 
But no European officer has a knowledge of the Indian languages. They 
indeed pass examinations in those languages, but those examinations are 
examinations only in name. Their knowledge of Bengali when most exten- 
sive does not, as a rule, go beyond the capacity to read plaints written in 
that language. ‘I'here are of course a few exceptions to this rule, such as 
Major Marshal in the past and Judge Bradbury in the present. 

* The writer has no hesitation in predicting the failure of the proposed 
‘cheme. The mode in ‘which Bengali books are now selected for schools 
leaves indeed considerable room .for improvement, and Government is also at — 
liberty to encourage writers, but not in the way proposed. If cheapness is 

be a prime consideration, who shall compete with Burtolla (the Grub 
Street of Calcutta) in that respect? And. Bengali books are, as a rale, 
already cheap enough. Let the society therefore deal only with the Boglish 
books and give up all thought of meddling with Bengali books and especially 
an school-books, unless they mean to expose themselves to public 

cule. hee es ck OF owe, se aiags 

Messrs. Allen and Company have chosen to make Bengal their firet field 
> nterprise, because no other Indian province is so pliant and accommodat- 
ng. The more Englishmen benefit Indians by. ruiniog native authors the 
aoe delighted will the Baboos of Bengal become. ‘he writer cannot 
vice, that such schemes can be proposed from good motives. And th 
rites 8 sorry that Justice Gurudas Banerji, Dr. Rashbehari Ghosh, a 


"J4 Peary Mobun Mookerjee were at the meeting held at Belvedere to 
Consider this scheme. fe at es 
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BaapaT Mirra, 
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SURABHI-0-PaTaKa, 
Feb. 6th, 1890. 
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87. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 6th February, says that while ¢}, 
: Russian and French Governments are show; 

Military privileges for the people of eonfidence in their respective subject peoply 
op aul e ae by conferring on them various military priyj, 
leges, the English Government in India, notwithstanding the many an 
multifarious proofs of devoted loyalty given to 1¢ by its ‘subjects, has not the 
courage to entrust them, perhaps through some suspicion, with any such 
privilege, although it is well aware that the only means of defending Indi 
effectually against foreign invasion is to enlist the natives in its armies, 


88. The Surabhi-o-Patdékd, of the 6th February, says that the com). 
nation between English merchants and the 
| English heads of Government offices to cu. 
tail the Durga Puja holidays means ruin to the poor Bengalis. The Chan. 
ber of Commerce has recommended that the number of gazetted holidays o 
the occasion of the Durga Puja should be reduced and the number of additional 
holidays to be granted on the occasion should be left to the discretion of the 
heads of offices. This recommendation seemsto have commended itself to 
Government. But itis clear that this will be only the thin end of th 
wedve., 


Great efforts are now being made to get the Durga Puja holidays reduced, 
A clerk of the Currency office, who was lately working very ably as Assist. 
ant Treasurer, has been deprived of that post on the ground that the 
appointment of Hindus to high posts in that office will interfere with the 
reduction of these holidays. Tunis is a fearful thing, if true. Is this an 


The Durga Puja holidays. 


equal treatment of persons of all creeds? Does not the trampling under 


SURABHI-0-PaTaka. 


EDUCATION GazETTE, 
Feb. 7th, 1890. 


SUDHAKAR, - 
Feb. 7th,1890. 


foot of the Queen’s proclamation in this way amount to disrespecting her? 
89. The same paper has no clear idea as to what the Committee 
appointed at Belvedere to arrange for the pub- 
lication of cheap books in India will do. Wil 
this Committee raise money to be placed in the hands of Mr. Johnston, ot 
will it be the present Central Text-book Committee in another form? Surely 
the result of a scheme conceived in the Lieutenant-Governor’s own house 
must be of an extraordinary kind. 


40. The Education Gazette, of the 7th February, says that the late 

The late editor of the Staternan,  t- Robert Knight was an editor of a vey 

high order. He was a man adorned wit 

many virtues, and he possessed the experience, foresight, and wisdom required 

in a newspaper editor. His knowledge was deep and extensive, his powe 

of writing was marvellous, and he wrote frankly and fearlessly. Indeed, the 
gap he has left in the press can hardly be filled up. 


41. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 7th February, Hamed 

| } Ali Miah by name, writes from Bogra-Nar 
Boge dite wumans in the hatta to the effect that although the residen! 
of the place are for the most part Mussulmant 
still they were prevented from making holy sacrifices of cows on the occasion 
of the Bukreed by the superior officers of the local zemindari cutcherty, 
who are all Hindus. It is impossible to give a description in writing of the 


scene that takes place, even if the ceremony of the sacrifice is performe 
in any neighbouring place. 


The editor advises the Narhatta Mussulmans to gird up their loins 404 
memorialize the Lieutenant-Governor, asking him to maintain the sanctity ° 
their religion, He also says that under the British rule the followers of 02 
religion are bound not to interfere with the religious practices of those ° 
another, and the oppressed Mussulmans of Bogra should not brook in silene 
offences which the Hindus are committing against the sacred religion. 
Islam. Do these Hindu anla of the zemindar think that the count 


The cheap literature scheme. 
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. etthout & ruler and in a state of anarchy? The whole Mussul- 
8 wv ommunity of Bengal should exert itself to prevent a récurrence of 
oo oe In conclusion, the editor requests his Hindu fellow-countrymen 
vito kindle the fire of dissension by wounding the religious feelings of his 
coreligion Grdmvdst, of the 8th February, approves of the project for 
forming a society for the publication of cheap 
but sound literature for the Indian public.: . 
45 The Bangabast, of the 8th February, says that the leaders of the 
‘esson of the Durbhunga temple Hindu and Mussulman communities should 
. take note of the policy which guides Govern- 
nent in affairs like the Durbhunga temple case. Only thirty years ago 
Her Majesty most solemnly assured her Indian subjects that the strictest 
impartiality would be maintained by Government in matters religious, in 
the giving of appointments, &c. But has that solemn promise heen kept 
‘aviolate by the administrators’ of India? Everybody knows that for some 
rears past great favour is being shown by Government to the Mussulmans, 
iy the matter of education, appointment to the public service, &. And is 
not this enough to make one question one’s self about the nature of the policy 
in pursuance of which Government is acting in open violation of that sacred 
proclamation of Her Majesty. Government’s special favour to the Maho- 
medans has, for the moment, turned their heads, and produced wmorti- 
fcation among Hindus. And so neither Hindu nor Mussualman has’ sense 
enough left to see that in setting class against class by bestowing special 
favours On one in preference to another, and in increasing the hostili 
between Hindus and Mussulmans by affairs like the demolition of the 
Hindu temple at Durbhunga, Government has a policy to execute which 
it keeps to itself and will not avow. They are both unable to see that these 
hostilities are only weakening themselves and paving the road to their utter 
ruin. 


44, The same paper, speaking of the recent meeting at Belvedere, 


Penne - gays that the proposed Society is to be formed 
a fur producing good but cheap literature for 
the people of India, By “good” is to be understood “ of a high moral 
character,” at least so the meeting would have the public understand it. 
This question of moral training has already been exercising the University 
a great deal, and it is this same question which brought about the meeting 
at Belvedere the other day. And in judging of the character or object of 
this movement, it is important to note that the majority of the persons present 
it the meeting were Europeans. A meeting to consider the question. of 
giving an improved moral truining to the people of India is composed 
mainly of Kuropeans. Excellent arrangement indeed ! 

In the writer’s opinion, the ptoposed Society will not only injure the 
morality of the Indian people, but it will be prejudicial to the literature of 
the country in many respects. Although no definite resolution was artived 

at at the meeting, still, judging from the proceedings, the outlook is not 
very promising. : : : 

The writer then says that Mr. Johnston did not explain the necessity 
of forming such a Society just now, nor does the writer: see any such neces- 
ed himself, The work of giving good literature to the country should be 
. to the people themselves, And the peeple not having shown themselves 
. olly indifferent in the matter, will mot the Government be injuring 


the interests of the natives by taking the work in ite own hand ? 
r. 


fh Johnston said at the meeting that he has no personal interest in 
€ matter, 


The cheap literature scheme. 


ah It should be, therefore, noted in this connection that he is the - 
resident of the 


Society existing in England for. the sale or gratis distribution 
of cheap books on Christianity” : = ot Ga bel De ale 
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Let the Society be formed if it must be formed. But if it meddley;, 
any way with the question of moral training, the result will be ruinoy, 
There will be little or no objection to such a Society if it is formed simply 
for the purpose of encousaging authors writing on their own account. 

45. The eame paper says that a uniform system of weights all ove 

The proposal regarding uniform India may prove convenient to Governmen, 
weights. but will extremely inconvenience the peopl 
It appears from what Government has written on this subject that it j 
aware that a uniform system of weights will be a source of public inggp. 
venience. It is not, therefore, clear why it is bent upon having such, 
system. English trade will, in course of time, effect what cannot be noy 
effected by Government without causing great public inconvenience, |, 
is improper to interfere in such matters without due deliberation. _ 


46, The Sanjtvant, of the 8th February, is sorry to learn that Si: 


Sir John Edgar's intended furlough. John Edgar intends taking furlough from Apri 


next forthe improvement of his health, |, 
isa most happy conjunction for Bengal, this presence of Sir Steuart Bayley 
and.Sir Jobn Edgar in its administration at one and the same time. All 


Bengal is sorry to hear of Sir John’s ill-health. 


47. The same paper finds fault with His Excellency Lord Lansdown. 


and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor fo 


The theatrical performance on the having been present at the theatrical perform. 
ance on the maidan, in which women of ill-fame 
appeared as actresses. And the writer is all the more sorry on this account, | 
because His Excellency, His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor, and His | 
Honour, including also Ladies Lansdowne and Bayley, have intimated to the 


manager of the theatre that they have witnessed his performance with 
pleasure. 


Lord Dufferin and Miss Manning gave up their idea of visiting one 


of these theatres when they were informed of their personnel by this 
paper. And it is certainly oo that Lord Lansdowne and Si 


teuart Bayley should not still 
tablishments. 


48. The same paper says that as the Lady Dufferin Fund is being 


ss hits Windle be aces mainly supported by native subscribers, some | 
‘ people are speaking ill of its managers for 


bringing out European ladies, among whom, it is said, are many who do 


not know midwifery at all, for employment in their hospitals, If this b 
true, there is no stopping the mouth of calumny if it chooses to say that 


the object of the Fund is simply to support some European ladies. 


49. A correspondent of the same paper hopes that Mr. Luson, Joint 


Magistrate of Jhenidah, has by this time die | 
nde, Woes and indigo planters of Covered that the suits brought agaibst the 


ryots by the indigo-planters or their men have ; 


all been got up. with the one object of harassing the former, and compelling 


them to sow indigo to the sacrifice of their own interest. Even in thos | 
cases In which the ryots escape without conviction, the bare expenses of 
the suits prove ruinous to them. Perhaps Mr. Luson is under the im 


pression that the ryots really maltreat the indig»-planters’ men. But i 
that probable? Can men, who do not get even two meals a day, dare 0 


quarrel with or maltreat the men of the wealthy planters? No, they will b 


content if they are allowed to grow paddy on their fields, for the maintensne 


of their families, undisturbed. There cannot be a shadow of doubt that te 
planters’ desire to harass the ryots, by criminal litigation, into sowing indig® 


underlies all these cases; for otherwise certain of these cases would not hart | 
been settled out of court on the ryots consenting, from a fear of the cons 
quences of law suits, to sow indigo, and executing contracts to that effec 


ow that these theatres are immoral es 
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‘on of this was afforded the other day before Mr. Luson himself 
On as a Hadi Munshi and Rasik Roy against several ryots of 
‘chata and Nowhatta, in which the mukhtear of the plaintiffs said that, 
aaah not authorized by law, still his clients desired to withdraw the suit, 
ag the defendants had agreed to enter into contracts for growing indigo. 
It is earnestly hoped that a man of Mr. Luson’s ability will clearly see this, 
and do what he can to protect the ryots from the machinations and oppres- 
he planters. | ) 
~—* 1883, when the ryots of Nowhatta complained to Government of 
Mr. Selby’s oppreesions, the Government, in the absence of clear proof, simply 
warned Mr. Selby against committing oppressivn in future. But now that 
similar complaints have been again made, and clear proofs of Mr. Selby’s 
oppressive conduct have been received from the reports of, and personal 
inspection by, Government’s own officials, nothing is heard as to the result of 
the ryote’ petition to Government for protection. Perhaps the false counter- 

‘representations of Mr. Selby to the Commissioner and the Lieutenant- 
Governor have influenced the mind of the Government. Mr. Selby, being 
cunning enough to see that he might be punished by Government for a 
repetition of his former conduct, set about counteracting the effect of the 
ryote’ complaints by falsely bewailing before Government that the ryots’ 
complaints were false, and that he was the aggrieved party, not they. Mr. 
Selby’s verson of the affair has probably impressed the mind of the English 
Joint-Magistrate, and he is therefore unable to bring himself to believe that 
poor men like these Indian ryots can never have the audacity to play the 
offender in a quarrel with European planters. 

Tn conclusion, the writer warns Mr. Luson against entrusting exclusively 
to the police the work of keeping the peace in the mofussil. The lower 
police officers are poorly paid, and it stands to reason that they may 
be easily corrupted. In fact, these policemen are very useful instruments 
in the hands of the planters. And this is not to be wondered at when the 

‘District Superintendent of Police himself has sided with the planters. As 
the best remedy under the circumstances, the writer suggests that Mr, Luson 
himself, or some trustworthy officia), should make a stay in the interior for 


some length of time. He will then come to see the real motive that under- 
lies these law-suits between the ryots and the planters. 


50. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 10th February, says that  savavmmacan 


SaDHaRaNl, 
cic: = has not as yet been able to form any clear 


: | idea as to what the proposed Committee for Feb. 10th, 1890. 
" issue Of cheap publications in India really means todo. Will Mr. 


ohnston take upon himself the risk of executing the scheme, or does he 
mean to throw all that risk upon the Indian Government and the Indian 
public, himself taking only the profit that may arise from the trade? The 
public want to know what the boon is that Mr. Johnston proposes to confer — 
upon them. If it be a boon which it is impossible for any Indian to confer 
upon his countrymen, the country will gladly welcome him. But if he only 
means to benefit Indians with Indian money, Indians would certainly prefer 
undertaking the work themselves. It may be thatthe natives are not yet 
capable of executing such schemes, but they will become capable in a short 
ime, It is not reasonable that all business in- the country should be 
a in the hands of foreigners. It is certainly very desirable that 


» like pure gold, should be accessible to all. But it is hardly i8er 
Sense to go into r 


hailed eee ee 


The Committee will have the support of the highest officers of the 
Government of India as well as of the G., poe. ighest 0 f 


scheme jo rmeeauence, it will have the fred Oroft, Th 
“eheme is therefore not likely to prove a failu e. But it may be asker 


overnment of Bengal, and, what is: 
support of Sir Alfred Croft, - The 


ri 4 a 
‘ 
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whethér, with such patromage, a native, too, could not suctessfully execyt, 
the echeme. Will natives pique themselves only on their successful inity. 
tion of the externals of that Butopean civilisation which they rate so highly, 
such as. weatihg Buropean dress and eating unclean food? And is it ali | 
thé eardinal policy of Government to look exclusively to the interests of 
Englishmen? It will be a matter of rejoicing if good books are made 
accessible to the public, but it will be a matter of still greater rejoicing 
if the scheme for the publication of such books is executed by native; 
under such Government patronage as is now going to be bestowed: upon 
Mr, dolinston’s scheme. : 


pamcosmaonan 81, The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 13th February, thanks 
ica pol The ryots and indigo-planters of the Indian Daily News for having sent a 
Jossore. reporter to collect the facis of the indigo. 
platiters’ case in the Jessore district. The writer is also somewhat glad thar, 
itt go far as the reports of correspondents enable kim to judge, Mr. Luson is 
giving proof of judicial ability. But the measure of his gladness will no 
be full until the whole affair ends well. Everybcdy knows that the indi 
planters never scruple to use all sorts of foul means and to institute fale 
criminal cases in order to compel tlie ryots to sow indigo. And the presen, 
is not the only instance of such oppression of royts by indigo-planters. There 
were sitnilar oppressions formerly wherever the indigo-planter made his ap- 
pearanee, as, for instance, Midnapore and Nuddea. It is, however, reassuring 
to heat that Mr. Luson is not encouraging, and will not encourage, fals 
litigation. It is also earnestly to be d sired that the Lieutenant-Governor, — 
the Commissioner (Mr. Smith), and the Magistrate (Mr. O'Donnell) will all 
direct their most careful attention to the affair. 


In conclusion, the writer says that the public are also anxious to hear 
that the indigo-planters themselves are beginning to behave better, for op- 
pression will not benefit any party in the long run. 


Qe 


Urnrya PApERs. 


bias: ah 62. The Uriya and Navasamvdd, of the 22nd January, is sorry to find 


NAVASAMVAD, 


that the high toll rate charged by the canal 
Jan, 2nd, phe toll-rate in the Orisss Coast authorities stands in the way of an increas 
of internal trade in the districts through 

which the coast canal passés. The toll-rate should be reduced. | 


Diraga, 58. The Dipaka, of the 25th January, requests the District Judge of 
Jan 26th, 1890, — Cuttack to appoint new members to the Com- 
PR Bary ony os oll religious en- mittee of Maragement entrusted with the 
management of: the property of Baladev dee 

Math in Kendrapara, and thereby put an end to a state of disorder in coD- 


nection with property that has become quite scandalons in the estimation ¢ 
the public. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 54. The Uthaldipiha, of the 18th J anuary, punts out on the ‘authority 
wtheuodianes ne of its Basapur correspondent that the produit 
pe snaceee set Ee eonelenation of tive powers of land in Lahakhand perguonal 
have been seriously affected by the Jambvo 

canal, inasmuch as crops like wheat, pulses, &., which were plentifal ia that 

perguonah before the construction of the canal, can now be seldom sem 

there. But notwithstanding this deterioration, the rate of rent is ssatonery, 

and to that rate the water-rates have subsequently been added. The write 

etherefore suggests that the settlement authorities ought to take notice of 


this 1 in their calculation of the ways and means of the future sett: 
ment. 


a 
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55. The same paper. strongly’ opposes 

¢ of putwaris in settle. the employment: of: -patwaris in survey 

ment work in Orisse. and settlement work in Orissa on the following 

groan te) That the putwaris were a set of incompetenti public servants, 

and that the papers submitted ' by them were untrustworthy, 

may be found from ‘a reference to the past records on the 

subject in the Government. Secretariat or in the office of 

the’ Commissioner or Collector. Mr. Ravenshaw, late Com- 

missioner of the Orissa Division, who hadasked the putwaris 

to submit certain papersin 1875-76, found them ‘so untrust- 
worthy that they were finally discontinued. ay | 

(b).—On a calculation of the rents and profits of the jagir lands.of 
the putwaris, it is clear that-their allowances are at the 
rate of Rs. 7 or 8 per month—an amount less than the 
lowest pay drawn by a moburir in any Government office’ in 
Orissa. Such under-paid officers need not be employed in 
survey and settlement work in Orissa. 

(c).—The putwaris are placed by the . putwari regulation in 
subordination to the zemindars, in whose hands their nomi- 
nation rests. It is, therefore, likely that they will look more 
to the interests of zemindars than to those of Government. 

Adverting to the peremptory order of the Collector directing the putwa- 
ris to learn survey themselves, or to induce some member of their family to 


do the same on pain of dismissal, the writer observes that such an order is — 


both illegal and oppressive. 
Assam Papers. 


Mr. Fullerton, Police Superinten- ident . : ‘ 
Pep om pe mentions the following oppressive proceedings 


of Mr. Fullerton, District Superintendent of 
Police, Cachar :— i ae 

(1). Mr. Fullerton often employs the constables, whose number is 
not sufficient for the preservation of the peace, to keep watch 
at the houses of those English ladies whose husbands are out 
in the mofussil. He recently employed a constable to protect 
the widow of the deceased manager of the Dharmir Khal 

tea-garden from molestation by her. husband’s creditors. 

He has degraded for no fault the Head-constable Titumia, 
who has been acting with great credit in that capacity for 
the last 15 years. He ordered Titumia to put down a fire. 
Titumia did so, and then went to court on some public business. 
He has been degrated simply because Mr. Fullerton did not on 
his return find him at the place where the fire had broken 
out. It is hoped that Titumia will be reinstated in his post. 

He has subjected the Constable Lalsing to two weeks’ drill 


oie Re oo ae a 


in the way of punishment, simply because he came across him 
when he was out riding. sa | ye 
A short time ago the Head-constable Ananta Singh was 
degraded for not having put his arms within the sleeves of 
his: greatcoat. This Head-constable has since been reins- 
tated in his poston account of the publication of his case 
in this paper, and now Constable Bharat Singh has been sub- 
Ei to two weeks’ drill for keeping that coat on till 10 a.u. 
. He has transferred for no fault, from the Lekshmipore thana 
to the Sudder, and subjected to two weeks’ drill by way of 
punishment, a constable of the name of Kanai Mia merel 
because the manager of a tea-garden has reported against 


56. The Stlchar, of the 27th January, 


UfkaLDIFIEA, 
Jan. 18th, 1890 


SILCHAR 
Jan. 27th, 1890 
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(6). He dismissed the Constable Guru Charan merely because hy 
did not pay on the spot the fee of one pice to a Cabuli exh. 
bitor of a camel, but promised to pay him the fee afterward, 
The constable has subsequently been reinstated in his pog 

by the Deputy Commissioner, 
67. A-correspondent of the same paper, referring to the placing of 
és, Mietst Mr. Mesurier in temporary charge of Cachay 
says that the hot temper of that officer seem, 
to have become hotter by some degrees since his arrival in Cachar. The 
people of Oachar would have-enjoyed peace of mind if an experienced office 
of mature yeara had been placed in charge of the district during the absence 
of the Deputy Commissioner. It is hoped that the Chief Commissioner yi] 
entitle himself to the gratitude of the poor people of Cachar by making a 

arrangement of that kind. 


_ [he correspondent then mentions the following objectionable pro- 
ceedings of Mr. Mesurier :— | 


(1). He requires mukhtearnamas at the time of the institution of 
criminal suits, in contravention of the established practice ip 
Cachar, and perhaps also in all other parts of India. Th 
parties do not agree to present mukhtearnamas at the time 
of the institution of criminal suits, because such suits are often 
rejected after hearing the complainant’s statement, and because - 
in many cases orders of so doubtful a nature are passed on 
such applications that complainants cannot feel certain that 
their suits would be finally entertained. Mr. Mesurier does 
not also allow pleaders and mukhtears to answer questions 
for a complainant when he is giving his deposition, although — 
this right of pleaders and mukhtears has always been recog- 
nised in the Jaw Courts. Mr. Mesurier’s Bengali is of an 
unintelligible nature. His questions to plaintiffs are put by 
the police in tolerable Bengali and in a form which suits its 
own convenience, and the answers given by them are also 
dictated to Mr. Mesurier by the police. So the police is all 
in allin Mr. Mesurier’s Court, ae ae 
(2). He has fined a villager Rs. 2 for committing nuisance 
in acertain part of the town, although the man_ pleaded 
ignorance of the law and promised not to repeat the offence. 
A fine of a few annas is the highest punishment ivflicted in © 
such cases. 
(8). His manner of addressing respectable people is objectionable. 
58. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that although — 
i Natl the rules i foanss in the Silcher Wey ‘og 
ene of the require a student to pay his school fee by te 
oe oe 15th of the month Z ‘an of being fined,’ 
boy named Padmalochan, who resides in the house of the head-master, ® 
never fined, although he never pays his school fee before the 15th. It is also 
complained that the head-master has deprived the lower teachers of all 
authority, an arrangement which is calculated to encourage the wicked boy’ — 
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